
Is it a coincidence that it was only when the great city of Constantinople fell to the Ottoman Turks in 
1453 that the powerful countries of Western Europe had to see an easier route to Asia?  No, it wasn’t. 
Because the greedy silk and spice-seeking European countries could no longer sail the Mediterranean 
and travel over land to India and China, they had to find another way…and hence the rise of the era of 
exploration. 

In the end, it only made it worse for the people of the Middle East because the Western world 
realized how important it would be to control this region.  England, France, Italy, Spain and Portugal 
recognized how vital this region was to their continued power and world domination.  Did the Western 
European nations give a diddlysquat about the people who call the Middle East their home? No. To the 
Western world these people were nothing more than uncivilized barbarians. 

It wasn’t until the fall of the Ottoman Empire around 1914 that Western Europe set its sights on 
taking control of the region sometimes known as the Levant. And while the people who lived in the region 
might have been unsophisticated in the eyes of the Europeans….they were still people who deserved to 
be treated with respect and afforded the dignity given to other people in the world. 

When the Suez Canal, under Western European control, opened in 1869, the importance of this 
region was magnified tenfold, primarily because it cut off over 5,000 miles off the journey from Europe to 
India, making the British very happy because they could have complete control of India. 

World War I, the first fossil war in mankind, brought even more attention to the Middle East. Not 
only did its vast oil fields appeal to Europe, America and Russia, its strategic location made it prime real 
estate. 

Do you see what I’m getting at? Greed was contagious and the powerful nations in the world would 
stop at nothing to control the Middle and Near East because it not only meant it could reap the financial 
benefits of the oil deposits it could mean military mastery. Instead of treating the Arab world with the 
respect it deserved, the Western world took advantage of the native people’s naiveté. Because the Arab 
world was made up of an unconnected number of tribes with some things in common and some things 
not in common, instead of working to help these people become united,  Westerners did what they could 
to keep things the way they were. Better they made deals with the equally greedy Arab “leaders by 
turning them from poor sheiks to filthy rich Western-acting men, who learned how wonderful it was to be 
greedy. 

Here’s where I would like to point a finger of blame of England and France.  What were you 
thinking? Or should I say, why weren’t you thinking? For centuries the Jewish people were being kicked 
out of one country after another just because they were Jewish.  They wandered aimlessly around 
Europe establishing roots only to be subjugated by other people. Without much fanfare a growing number 
of Jewish people were returning to a place they long considered their Biblical home. And I hasten to point 
out the word “Biblical” because it does make a difference. In the modern geopolitical world using the Bible 
or any “sacred” text as a real estate guide was a problem. It really doesn’t matter that one group of people 
might believe God is their Century 21 real estate agent because on the world stage treaties and land 
agreements seem to trump the holy card. 

Thirty years before the UN voted to give the Jewish people a homeland in an area of the world 
largely known as Palestine, the French and the British “carved up” the area with permission by 
establishing mandates giving them ruling power in the Middle East. Palestine was part of the British 
Mandate (Britain was to assume control until the people of the region could be self-governed.)  

While I would like to believe England and France only had the people of the mandated lands best 
interest at heart, get real.  However, the Balfour Declaration (1917) seemed to contain the right 
ingredients. I quote from the declaration: 

“His Majesty's government view with favour the establishment in Palestine of a national home for 
the Jewish people, and will use their best endeavours to facilitate the achievement of this object, it being 
clearly understood that nothing shall be done which may prejudice the civil and religious rights of existing 
non-Jewish communities in Palestine, or the rights and political status enjoyed by Jews in any other 
country.” 

Obviously the spirit of the declaration got lost in the political struggle between the British Zionist 
Federation and those who were opposed to the idea of creating a Jewish homeland. And that shouldn’t 
come as a big surprise.  

The once-upon-a-time disorganized Arab tribes had, by 1945, gotten their act together with the 
creation of the Arab League. Three years later (1948) when the UN formally established Israel, the never-
ending Middle East crisis began with reckless abandon. 



Will the crisis ever end?  I fear not because the men you call your leaders are all idiots.  They pose 
for pictures shaking hands with each other and announce yet another successful peace talk….only to 
have it fall apart in less time than it took to fashion the cease fire. 

Israel and Palestine are engaged in a Biblical war fueled by zealots and national militants. That the 
Jewish people were persecuted for centuries and denied a place to live in peace cannot be denied…by 
anyone, However, to think that Palestinian’s were going to embrace a UN decree, is beyond crazy. 

So, how will it all end?  Badly. Unless and until. It will end badly unless people who have not been 
inoculated with the vaccine that had has caused an epidemic of hatred spread the cure of real 
brotherhood that knows no nationality. It will end badly until people start reading between the lines of their 
sacred texts to discover a universal message of peace instead of reading a meaning into the text that isn’t 
there. 

People of earth, your great accomplishments, and there are many of them, will continue to be 
eclipsed by your stupidity. And while I don’t wish it upon you, I believe the only thing that will save you 
from yourselves is some catastrophic world event that will force you to work together.  

My head might be filled with straw, but from where I stand, your heads are filled with….nothing. 

 


